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GEMINI CRICKETS, PARENTS OF MULTIPLES

A Not-For-Profit Organization Serving the Santa Clara Valley 
c/o Valerie Terry and Tracey McKenna / Auction 2010 Co-Chairs

P.O. Box 10305  San Jose, CA 95157
www.geminicrickets.org

January 21, 2010

Dear Prospective Donor,


You may know what it's like to care for an infant - but can you imagine how overwhelming it can be to care for two at the same time?  Or even more?
Gemini Crickets Parents of Multiples of Silicon Valley club is a nonprofit organization that steps in at a critical time and gives support to expectant parents and families of twins, triplets and higher order multiples.  We offer these parents emotional support, education, outings and other social opportunities with other parents of multiples.  We are also a very philanthropic multiples group, giving equipment (such as cribs, strollers, car seats, high chairs) toys, clothing, food and monetary donations to families in need.  Our members are mainly residents in San Jose, CA and surrounding areas, but our families range across the greater Silicon Valley from Palo Alto in the north and Gilroy to the south!

On May 20, 2010, we will hold our annual auction and raffle.  The auction and raffle event is our main fundraiser each year and is especially critical because its success determines our ability to provide services to needy families of twins, triplets and higher order multiples. We are very excited to announce that 60% of all proceeds from this auction will be devoted to our philanthropy programs and to education opportunities for our club members.  Please be sure to read the second page of this letter for more about our philanthropy programs.

We are currently seeking donations from local (and not so local) merchants and vacation destinations for our upcoming auction and raffle.  Any assistance that you can offer in terms of merchandise, services, gift certificates or tickets would be greatly appreciated by our club and the lucky winner!  Since our auction isn't until May, it would be great if you could ensure that the expiration dates of your donation is extended later than that date.

As a special thank you for your generosity, once your donation is received, we will advertise your business and website in our newsletter through July 2010.  The newsletter goes out to almost 300 families with multiples in our area.  Your establishment will also be on our auction page on our website - www.geminicrickets.org. Don't forget to provide your .jpg logo and website address!  Of course, if you prefer to remain anonymous, please let us know!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tracey McKenna or Valerie Terry at (510) 303-1561 or auction@geminicrickets.org. For your tax purposes, our tax identification number is 23-7409994.

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

Tracey McKenna and Valerie Terry
Gemini Crickets 2010 Auction Co-Chairs

HELP SUPPORT GEMINI CRICKETS PHILANTHROPY PROGRAMS!

The Gemini Crickets’ philanthropy program had another fantastic year.
· In 2009, Gemini Crickets hosted 2 Open Garage Days (Spring and Fall). Each Open Garage Sale invited  more than 30 needy families to “shop” for free from a selection of much needed items that had been donated by members and purchased by the club.  Some Examples of Open Garage Day items:
· Cribs
· Car Seats
· Clothing
· Toys
· Infant Supplies
· Infant and Toddler Furniture 
· And much more
· Supported our Gemini Cricket “adopted” families – we have established and are working to maintain a Continued Help Program; rather than just providing one-time help, we aim to provide support throughout the year.  We currently have 9 active families we help on a continuing basis. The families are diverse in their make-up from triplet families to single moms of twins to families with twins where the fathers have lost their jobs.
· Donated equipment toys, clothes and books to many needy families with multiples.

· Provided holiday season gift cards to seven families in need.

· Organized a toy/ necessary item drive for Gemini Cricket families in need.
In 2010, our philanthropy efforts will focus on “adopting” and helping more families with multiples and continuing to develop new programs that will make it easier to obtain the necessary equipment, food and support provided to these families. The “Open Garage Day,” a new program that began in 2007, has already proven a great success and we hope to continue to develop and maintain programs like this that support families in the most helpful of ways. Your contribution helps make programs like this possible.

We are really excited about our philanthropy successes from 2009 and eager to make 2010 an even better year! We hope to have your support in continuing to help these families with multiples, and others like them.  

You can make a difference in the lives of others! Thank you for your consideration.

